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Inventors of Mobile Social Networking receive Meffys Special Recognition Award

Award celebrates phenomenal rise of mobile communities
Cannes, 9 May 2008 – The Mobile Entertainment Forum (MEF) has awarded this year’s prestigious Meffys Special Recognition award to Greg Clayman, Gordon Gould and Alex LeVine, the founders of ‘Upoc’ for the creation of the first mobile communities. The winners were announced as part of the Meffys Gala Awards dinner held in Cannes last night. The Special Recognition award recognises pioneers whose achievements in the fields of business innovation, technology or consumer insights have laid the foundations for today’s US$20 billion mobile entertainment industry. 

Established in 1999, Upoc created the first-ever mobile community going beyond a basic one-to-one chat.  In March 2000 UPOC launched to the American public, using SMS to deliver messages to groups affiliated to large brands or created by the members themselves.  "Upoc brought the 'persistent digital identities', 'group-forming' and 'affinity behaviour' of an online community to the mobile phone and mixed in on-the-go rich media communications to create a whole new channel of socialising for US mobile subscribers," explained Gordon Gould, Upoc Founder and CEO of ThisNext.
Upoc drew its inspiration from burgeoning online communities like Geocities and forged an entirely new business model for the mobile market.  The company worked with record labels and media companies to mobilize existing fan bases and build communities across all the US operators. In 2000, UPOC became the first company to send cross-carrier SMS messages in the United States, something the American carriers themselves only introduced in 2003.  "We are honoured to receive this prestigious award," said Greg Clayman, who is now EVP of Digital Distribution & Business Development at MTV Networks, "the mobile media ecosystem is more vibrant than ever and we're thrilled to have been there at the beginning of it all."

Andrew Bud, the newly elected Global MEF Chair, commented “MEF believes that the biggest development in mobile entertainment this year – perhaps the biggest since the ringtone – has been the meteoric rise of mobile social networking.  Everyone is familiar with the internet phenomena that are MySpace, Facebook and Bebo, but a quieter if equally significant revolution has been taking place – worldwide – on mobile phone screens.  Hundreds of millions of people across the globe have become members of mobile communities, creating an amazing new business model based on advertising, paid-for virtual goods and traffic. MEF is proud to present its influential Meffys Special Recognition Award for 2008 to the Upoc Founders for the invention of mobile social networking.”
Upoc was acquired by Dada in 2006.

Previous winners of the Special Recognition Award:

2007- Alain Rossman, Chuck Parrish and Bruce Martin - WAP Founders 

2006 - Jim Brailean – Pioneer of mobile video

2005 - Taneli Armanto – Put the game ‘snake’ on the mobile phone

2004 - Vesa Matti Paananen – Inventor of the ringtones business model

-Ends-

Notes

About Mobile Entertainment Forum (MEF)

MEF exists to represent the interests of its global membership across the mobile entertainment value chain.  Our goals are to build awareness, create business development opportunities and facilitate the development of commercial guidelines and best practices to promote a healthy and profitable industry. 

With global headquarters in London, a Hollywood-based Americas secretariat, an Asian chapter in Hong Kong and the newly expanded EMEA branch, MEF’s network of members represents a veritable ‘Who’s Who’ of mobile entertainment businesses and entrepreneurs. For more information and a full list of members please visit: www.m-e-f.org.

Media Partners

Supporters cover the mobile, entertainment and advertising industries in US, Europe and Asia: ADMIN Ltd, Charged, Fierce Mobile Content, Future Media, GoMo News, MobiAdNetwork, MoCoNews, Mobile Entertainment, Mobile Mondays (Italy, London), Monty's Gaming and Wireless Outlook, NMA, PocketGamer and Wireless Watch Japan.
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